Gardner Fire Department Training Division Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2008

     The dedicated members of the Gardner Fire Department participated in over 105 formal training sessions for the 2008 fiscal year.  This translates into over 1,662 man hours which Gardner firefighters and officers spent honing their skills in fire suppression and rescue.  This does not include the many hours individual shifts spent working on skills that helped that particular group work more efficiently with fewer firefighters as a cohesive and goal oriented unit.

     Formal sessions included live fire training and rescue techniques necessary to save one of our own were he/she to become lost or trapped in a burning structure. Obtaining, establishing and maintaining a viable water supply for fire suppression.  The Gardner Fire Department also utilized the services of the 
Massachusetts Firefighting Academy and the free “Impact Series” training sessions they offer to all state fire departments.  The Massachusetts State Police Crime Scene Services Unit presented a seminar on crime scene and arson scene preservation.  

     Other examples would include classroom work with computer generated displays of local structures, realistically appearing to be on fire and firefighters working out specific tactics and strategies to attack the blaze while conditions constantly changed based on the tactics deployed.  This past March, firefighters participated in live ice rescue training of multiple victims at Kendall Pond, vehicle extrication with vehicles donated by Riverside Auto Salvage.  

     Foam application fundamentals, recognition and reporting of incidence of elder abuse, SCBA and emergency air supply operations, building construction and structural hazards awareness as well as fire attack and overhaul techniques were discussed and demonstrated.  Hazardous materials and deployment of the Mass Decontamination Unit is also an annual training event.

     These are but some of the training evolutions Gardner Firefighters have participated in as a unit.  Several firefighters and officers also participate individually in training events throughout the state in order to provide themselves with the skills and abilities to provide their fellow fighters and the citizens of Gardner with the best possible services they can provide.

     Lastly, at the end of this calendar year 2008, 25 of Gardner’s compliment of 31 firefighters and officers will be certified by the State of Massachusetts as Emergency Medical Technicians providing even greater services to the city.

Respectfully submitted by:
Lt. Brian H. Smith, Training Officer 


